
Adopters guidance

Step 7: Follow the 8 Caldicott
Principles

Downloaded on June 15th, 2026

This is required guidance 

It is legally required and it is an essential

activity.

This Guide covers:

England

From:

Health Research Authority (HRA)

Last reviewed: 13 January 2023

• 

• 

AI and Digital Regulations Service for health and social care



Reviewed by: Health and Care IG Panel

Follow the 8 Caldicott Principles that make sure people's information is kept

confidential and used appropriately.

Caldicott Guardians help their organisations make sure confidential information about

health and social care is used ethically, legally and appropriately. Caldicott Guardians

should provide leadership and informed advice on complex matters involving the use

and sharing of patient and service user confidential information, especially in situations

where there may be areas of legal or ethical ambiguity.

For more information about the types of organisations that should have a Caldicott

Guardian, see the National Data Guardian guidance on appointment of Caldicott

Guardians. If your organisation does not have a Caldicott Guardian, you can contact the

UK Caldicott Guardian Council: ukcgcsecretariat@nhs.net.

Important note: if you originally collected the data but you did so on the basis of UK

GDPR consent, you would normally need to get new consent before you repurposed

the data. This is to make sure your new processing is fair and lawful. You also need to

update your privacy information to make sure that your processing is still transparent.

Get more information:

Read about purpose limitation in ICO’s guide to the GDPR, and see ICO's guidance on

research provisions.

Step 7: Follow the 8 Caldicott Principles

Step 7: Follow the 8 Caldicott Principles

2 Downloaded on 15/06/2026, for the latest information, check the website as printed documents may be outdated.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-caldicott-principles
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-data-guardian-guidance-on-the-appointment-of-caldicott-guardians-their-role-and-responsibilities
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-data-guardian-guidance-on-the-appointment-of-caldicott-guardians-their-role-and-responsibilities
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/guide-to-data-protection/guide-to-the-general-data-protection-regulation-gdpr/principles/purpose-limitation
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/guide-to-data-protection/key-dp-themes/research-provisions
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/guide-to-data-protection/key-dp-themes/research-provisions
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